
 
 

 

 

49 Charles Avenue  Middlebury, VT 05753 P. 802-382-1274    F. 802-388-0024 Business Office: 802-382-1273 Student Services : 802-382-1287 

August 21, 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 
We hope this letter finds you in good health and enjoying the Vermont summer.   We are writing to provide some 
school reopening information specific to students who receive special education services. 

 

In July, Superintendent Burrows announced to the ACSD community that we would be reopening our schools in a 
hybrid learning model.  Following that decision, principals, teachers, and many other stakeholders have been working 
throughout the summer to develop plans for the safe reopening of schools on September 8, 2020.  

 

We wanted to take this opportunity to update you on some key considerations for students who receive special 
education services.  It was important that the decision be made for the general education learning model before 
details could be considered for special education.  We will follow the VT Agency of Education (VT AOE) guidance for 
school reopening in addition to the VT Special Education Rules and Regulations.  We expect that further  VT AOE 
guidance will be forthcoming, and we will continue to share information as it is released.  

 

In the spring during the extended closure, all services were based on a Distance Learning Plan that was developed as 
an amendment to the IEP. Distance Learning Plans (DLPs) were not intended to replicate IEP’s, rather they were 
designed to support the essential components of an IEP as a short-term response to the COVID-19 outbreak. The 
DLP’s provided reasonable, appropriate and essential support to students in light of the current circumstances 
(ie. learning at home, student needs, primary caregiver needs, available resources, and general environment 
considerations etc.). DLP’s were a living document and were adjusted based on parent, teacher, student and 
administrative feedback.  Now that schools are back in session, we will be returning to the use of IEPs, even in the 
event of a future closure. 

 

In the coming days (if not already), you will be hearing from your child’s case manager to schedule an IEP meeting 
prior to September 8th. All IEPs will be amended to reflect service delivery for an in-person, a hybrid and a virtual 
model, in order to be prepared for possible pivots this fall and winter, including school closure.  All decisions regarding 
your child’s special education and related services will be made by the IEP team.  

 

As we enter a hybrid model, some students may be considered for additional days on site.  This will be an IEP team 
decision. Each IEP team has guiding questions that they will be discussing as part of the decision-making process 
regarding the necessity of additional days.  While ALL students can certainly benefit from additional days on-site and 
in-person instruction, additional days of on-site learning should not be added just because it would be beneficial to the 
student. Teams must determine why it is NECESSARY for this student to attend additional days and describe what 
they NEED that they would not get in 2 days of in-person instruction.  Additionally, the district must prioritize the health 
and safety of all school and community members when considering these decisions. 

 



 

 

 

  

We want to end by saying thank you for your continued support and patience as we determine how best to support 
students who are eligible for special education services during this unprecedented time. We look forward to making 
these personal connections with you and your child.  Please do not hesitate to reach out to your child’s case manager 
or me for support, clarification, or with questions. We are here for you and your child/children! 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Vicki Wells Beth Carter Laura Kiefer 
ACSD Director of Elementary Special Secondary Special 
Student Services Education Coordinator Education Coordinator 

 

 


